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Sarcophagus Fragment with the Good Shepherd

To see today's readings, http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/050320.cfm.

My mother grew up on a farm where her family raised cattle and sheep. As a child,
my family often visited there to see my grandmother. At the farm, my sister and I
often saw the sheep and cattle grazing on the mountains or in the fields, and we
enjoyed taking rides with my uncle to check on the animals. 

One summer, when we arrived at the farm, my grandmother had exciting news. One
of the sheep was spending the summer in a field behind the house. The sheep had
already been there a few weeks. It was young, just a few months old, and it had
fallen into a ditch and hurt its leg. The sheep's name was Maggie. 

My sister and I were very excited. We looked forward to playing with Maggie. After

mailto:Emmitsburgmail@flocknote.com
mailto:Emmitsburgmail@flocknote.com
mailto:Adelsbergerjennifermvanpelt@yahoo.com
mailto:Adelsbergerjennifermvanpelt@yahoo.com
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjs1uwyAQhJ_GvhnxZwgHDkmVvMfarI1bDBZsG_XtS6WRZjSakb7grVDS6vHwkkvOZ67ETRrBmWD2Ke3TqpfVH8LNj_ug-ZbK-pULIVvLOUa_mWU1CzcS3QwKglpAOT1LsWhhuLqNyUeiqw3qPshXF1RiFPENibA2Vurey4AER-pBWud09wZ1LVeE_btNW4X9xEzT-6A49e-0lxKmFvGKWENfj9V_Ys7HhvX8gXxhoo76C7GUf8w_zyhHDg
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjs1uwyAQhJ_GvhnxZwgHDkmVvMfarI1bDBZsG_XtS6WRZjSakb7grVDS6vHwkkvOZ67ETRrBmWD2Ke3TqpfVH8LNj_ug-ZbK-pULIVvLOUa_mWU1CzcS3QwKglpAOT1LsWhhuLqNyUeiqw3qPshXF1RiFPENibA2Vurey4AER-pBWud09wZ1LVeE_btNW4X9xEzT-6A49e-0lxKmFvGKWENfj9V_Ys7HhvX8gXxhoo76C7GUf8w_zyhHDg
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjk0OgyAUhE-jSwIPFFywsI3eg5-H0ioYtTW9fTGZZGY2M5_XknGQoo4aKFDaUM4UtIwSRuQAcpB8lOLJuubRV4KGJbt3yicSl9d61g4ar3ireOfQIvKWQdkTgbfeGqtMvej5PLeK9xWMRdd1kc_hnCV5n0q30S5YfEfjY5qOEm8EoMSFtd71C1OKAff1a9KGy1kQfmbO-b7_A8xHN-I


My sister and I were very excited. We looked forward to playing with Maggie. After
all, she was a "baby" sheep, and we imagined how cute she must look. It would be
fun to hold and cuddle her. And we couldn't wait to pet her soft white fleecy coat.

So my sister and I ran to the kitchen door and looked outside. We saw Maggie in
the distance, and we called out to her, "Maggie! Maggie! Come here, Maggie!"
Maggie had her face in the grass and didn't react. Maybe she couldn't hear us.
Perhaps the grass tasted that good. My sister and I didn't know what was wrong.
So we shouted Maggie's name again. Still nothing. Maggie continued eating the
grass.

Then my grandmother came to the kitchen door. She called Maggie's name, and
something amazing happened. Maggie suddenly stopped eating the grass. And she
raised her head and turned as if to listen.

Yes, it was as if Maggie heard her name.

Then my grandmother called Maggie a second time. Maggie turned her head and
looked at my grandmother. It was as if she recognized my grandmother's face, as
well as her voice. Then she trotted over to the kitchen door. 

My sister and I were surprised when we saw that Maggie wasn't the cute and
adorable lamb we expected. Her fleece was tangled and dirty. And she had a limp.

Despite Maggie's appearance, my grandmother let her into the kitchen, where she
fed her and gave her a bottle. My grandmother also tended to her injured leg.
Maggie looked calm and at peace. 

The sheep in Jesus's parable about the Good Shepherd are like Maggie. They
recognize the Shepherd's voice and run toward it. Why? Because they know that
they are part of His flock and are safe with Him. And they know the Shepherd will
care for them and provide what they need. Indeed, they know that no harm will
come as long as they heed His Voice. 

But Jesus warns that other voices call out to the sheep, those of the thief and the
robber. They are a threat to the sheep and are to be feared. 

Indeed, we know fear very well these days. 

The Community of John's Gospel also lived in fear. They confronted persecution.



The Community of John's Gospel also lived in fear. They confronted persecution.
And they struggled to understand how faith in the Risen Lord made sense amid
their struggle to survive. They also faced competition from other philosophies and
groups claiming to have the truth. 

They understood that knowing what voice to follow was essential if they were to
remain faithful to the Lord.

The Gospel story of the Shepherd and the sheep reminded them of who they were.
Like Maggie, they were injured and bearing the scars of life. And they were dirty. In
short, they were sheep who needed salvation. And they remembered Jesus, the
Risen Lord — their Shepherd — who saved them and gave them life.

Jesus was the source of their peace and hope — even in the face of death.

Today many voices call out to us. Work demands our attention, as do our
responsibilities at home to those we love. The desires for wealth, power, and
achievement continue to seduce. And security from the world's many threats takes
on heightened importance. 

And, in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, the voices of fear continue. And so
do the cries of frustration that we have lost so much.

These voices can distract us from the Voice of Jesus when we need to hear it most
— as we fear both loss and death. 

When that happens, we end up separated from Jesus and the life He provides. We
can find ourselves trapped in feelings of resentment and anger. And we may get
bogged down in blame and finger-pointing. 

We can find ourselves overwhelmed and end up on a dangerous path, one built on
fear — not love.

By contrast, we know the Voice of Jesus, whose words comfort us and give us
peace. His Presence soothes our anxiety. And it softens our anger and resentment
in the face of fear. 

Granted, all of our fears won't disappear overnight. Some may never go away. But
Jesus promises that he will never abandon us. He will walk with us and guide us to
where we belong.
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where we belong.

As we continue on our Easter journey, we pray to listen attentively for the Voice of
Jesus, Our Shepherd. He leads us on the path of love, not fear.

Peace and God Bless,
Fr. Harry
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