
Part l Gospel Reflection for March 29, 2020 
 
 
The gospel for this Sunday is the raising of Lazarus.  I want to share two different reflections with you.  
One today about Martha in this story.  The other tomorrow about Lazarus. 
 
Even Jesus’s appreciated the gift of true friends.  Friends are those who accept you and believes in you.  
Jesus had them in the twelve and he had them in this family in Bethany.  The sense is that Jesus had a 
special relationship with them.  Martha does all she can to see that he is comfortable and fed.  MARY 
listens to him attentively taking in his message.  Lazarus is a warm, loving but sickly boy.  Despite his 
fragility he has a  great zest for life.  Jesus loves this boy. 
 
When Lazarus gets sicker, the sisters send word to Jesus.  They are certain that he will come.  He loves 
Lazarus.  He loves them.  He will not let them down.  But he does not come.  Mixed with the sadness at 
the death of their brother is their pain at not getting any response from him.  They sent a messenger 
and he returned saying he had delivered the word to Jesus.  Still nothing.  And then the unthinkable, 
Lazarus dies.  The sisters are devastated.  Devastated at his death and at your absence and silence.  Four 
days pass.  Martha keeps cooking and cleaning.  Mary sits by the chair, staring at it and pondering 
silently.  Both, in their own way, wondering why their friend had let them down  
 
Then Jesus arrives and he makes all things right again.  We don’t know why Jesus delayed for those days.  
He did delay.  The sisters knew what we know when God delays in answering our prayers, like now, 
when we would like this disease to just go away.  But it is not going away, and people are dying all over 
the world.  They may be resurrected, but they will not be raised up as Lazarus was.  Like Mary and 
Martha we must wait to see how the plan of God will unfold for us.  Whatever their pain or hurt, they 
held onto their faith in Jesus, their friend.  The friendship was tested but it held.  May our faith remain 
as strong as the sisters of Lazarus. 
 


