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 Frederic and Amelie desired to have a large family. That was not to be.  After suffering two miscarriages, 
they were blessed on July 24, 1845 to have their only child, a daughter Marie. Ozanam wrote to a friend 
“So many graces stabilized my vocation in the world and put an end to keeping my family apart.  Anew 
grace arrived to make me know probably the greatest joy that one can experience here below: 
 I’m a father.” 
 
The other graces mentioned were his appointment as a Professor at the Sorbonne and the fact that his 
in-laws moved to Paris at this same time. Frederic described the birth of his first and only child in 
wonderful detail.  “Oh, what a moment when, kneeling at Amelie’s bed, I saw her final push, and, at the 
same time, my child came into this world.”  To another, he wrote, “Oh, Monsieur, what a moment when 
I heard my child’s first cry!   Or when I saw this little creature, this immortal creature whom God has placed 
into our hands, who brought me so much happiness and so many obligations.” 
 
Sitting in my room reading these words of a new father, I realize that I have no knowledge of the feelings 
that he speaks about. The births of my nieces and nephews were moments of great happiness in our 
family but they were not for me times of great wonderment and fear as they would be for all of you who 
are parents.  I sometimes say that I have no children until yours get in trouble and then you ask me to do 
something to straighten them out.  I get a title of  “Father” but the joys often times do not come this way. 
I hope you will excuse a slight editorial comment on parenthood. 
 
In the midst of all the many varied facets of his life, Frederic always returned to the completeness that he 
felt within his family. “I know of nothing sweeter on earth than when I come home to find my beloved 
wife and my dear child in her arms. I then become the third member of the group.”   
 
Questions 
1. What have I learned from my own children, or those of others, that has brought me closer to God? How 
have their lives affected mine, especially for the better? What is my response in prayer? 
2. How do I deal with the inevitable tensions that physical separation brings? Am I able to stand on my 
own?  Do I have a life of my own apart from a spouse or loved one? 
 
Tomorrow, Ozanam, A Friend 
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