
December 5, 2021 Second Sunday of Advent 

MASS INTENTIONS 
December 4 – December 12, 2021 

4  Sat 8:30 am Mardy Perron  

4 Sat 4:30 pm 
Larry Little and  
Patricia Fitzgerald-Rocks 

5 Sun  8:00 am  
Miriam & Joseph Welty  
And Vernon & Tina Briggs 

5 Sun 10:30 am 
Betsey Forrence, Maria Greco  
and Bruce Greco 

6 Mon 8:30 am Regina Connelly  

6 Mon 7:00 pm Sophia Lind 

7 Tues 8:30 am Anne & David McCartney 

8 Weds 8:30 am 
Miriam & Joseph Welty and  
All of Our Parishioners 

8 Weds 7:30 pm 
Mardy Perron and for the  
Intentions of Joanne Caldwell 

9 Thurs 8:30 am 
Francis G. Connelly and for the 
Churches Worldwide 

10 Fri 8:30 am Anna Eckenrode and Pat Warthen 

11 Sat 8:30 am Pat Warthen 

11 Sat 4:30 pm 
Marie Keating and  
Dorothy & John Papst 

12  Sun 8:00 am 
Dennis Boyle, All of Our  
Parishioners and for the Intentions 
of  Joanne Caldwell 

12  Sun 10:30 am 
Valerie & Harry Jones and  
Roger & Irene Zurgable  

Good News Reflection 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
 

Pray: Lord: open my eyes to discover Your works through 
the people around me. Give me strength, too, to continue 
proclaiming Your Word, even when I'm not understood by 
those people who share my everyday life. Amen. 
 
 
 

Baruch 5:1-9 Ps 126:1-6 
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 Luke 3:1-6 

Preparing for joy...While we're shopping for gifts,  
decorating, and sending Christmas cards, what are we doing 
to make Christmas a new rebirth of Christ for our daily lives? 
All the readings at Mass during Advent remind us that this 
season is a time intended for spiritual preparation. It's  
tempting to let the busyness of December distract us from 
the most important purpose of Advent: our personal spiritual 
growth. 
 

In our responsorial Psalm today, we proclaim: "The Lord has 
done great things for us; we are filled with joy!" Do you  
actually feel joyful when you mouth these words? It takes 
faith to experience joy in the midst of hardships. Faith grows 
from knowing that the Lord does great things for us because 
of his mercy -- not because we have earned it, as we'll never 
be good enough. Repenting from our sins opens us to  
become aware of this mercy. Therefore, Saint John the  
Baptizer is proclaiming to us today: "Prepare the way of the 
Lord!" 
 
 

Now is the time to ask: What preparations do I need to 
make? What am I doing to straighten out the messes in my 
life, the areas of sin that continually distract me from a close 
relationship with Christ? What penances will help "make 
straight" my path? What depressing or discouraging valley of 
hardship needs to get filled with the joy of the Lord?  
If it seems hopeless, what will I do to let Jesus take charge 
of it? What mountain of debt or difficult obstacle needs to  
be made low by having faith in the Lord's digging tools? 
 

What's twisted and warped in my thinking, like a road that 
winds through a jungle of confusion? I pray, Holy Spirit, that 
you will lead me straight to holiness! What's rough about 
me? What's edgy and sharp and rubs others the wrong way? 
Lord Jesus, smooth me like a diamond polisher. 
 
 

Throughout Advent, let us examine the ways in which we  
still need to see the salvation of God. Let us  
make a plan of action to be holier and happier at  
the end of the Jubilee Year than we are today! 
 
 
 

Questions for Personal Reflection: Which of the above 
questions stand out most for you? What will you do with this 
to prepare the way of the Lord so that your holiness grows? 
 
 

Questions for Faith Sharing: Name a tradition you grew up 
with that prepared you for Christmas. How did this  
affect your spiritual growth? What's your favorite way of  
preparing for the holy celebration of Christmas? Why? 

A Note From the Pastor: 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ the Emmanuel, 
 

Have you already moved beyond the Advent Season and are 
now fully engaged in Christmas?  I would like to share with 
you a few thoughts for your consideration as parishioners of 
St. Joseph's. We have been taught that the word Advent 
means, "coming or arrival."  We know that the focus of the 
entire season is the celebration of Jesus Christ as King in his 
First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ, the 
King in his Second Advent.  The four weeks of Advent are 
often thought of as symbolizing the four ways Christ comes 
into the world: 1) His birth as a helpless infant; 2) His arrival 
in the hearts of believers; 3) His Passion, Death, Resurrec-
tion and Ascension - the Paschal Mystery; 4) His arrival on  
Judgment Day. 
Advent will always be about celebrating the truth about God 
in Christ whereby all creation can be reconciled. Advent  
reminds us that we live "between the times" and are called to 
have a spirit of expectation, anticipation, preparation and 
longing with hope for deliverance from sin and  
oppression.  Advent awakens us up to the truth that God 
hears the cries of all who find themselves  enslaved not  
simply through personal sin, but by systemic social evil and 
wants to deliver us through his Son born among us and who 
will come again.  The Advent journey can be a joyful one 
without all of the Christmas trimmings when we allow our 
hearts to listen carefully to the love that God chooses to 
breathe into our lives and world with his Son who is  
Emmanuel.  The Lord's Advent Blessings of Peace and  
Joyful waiting!  Fr. Bill 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, which celebrates the dogma 
that Mary was preserved from original sin from the  
moment of her conception, will be celebrated Wednesday, 
December  8. The feast day is a holy day of obligation on 
which Catholics are required to attend Mass. 
 
 

O, Mary conceived without sin pray for us who have  
recourse to you. 
 
 

The Mass times are December 8 at 8:30 am and 7:30 pm 



STEWARDSHIP REPORT  
November 27 & November 28, 2021 

 
 

First Collection: (Envelopes & Loose)              $ 3,310.00                                                            
 

On-line Giving:                                                    $1,213.00                                                                                                                             
 

Total Collection:                                                  $ 4,523,00 
 
 

***Total needed to reach our weekly budget  $ 8,450.00 
 
 
 

Second Collection: (For The Poor)                     $     864.00 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity! It is recommended 
that each household contribute to the first collection an equal 
amount to one hour’s wage from each wage earner. Please 
give what you are able to give, especially during  these hard 
times, no gift is too small! 

The Scroll of Remembrance with the names of the past 
year of the deceased we prayed for during the month of 
November, has been taken down from church. The names 
have been cut individually for those who would like to have 
as a keepsake.  If you are interested in picking them stop 
by the rectory office during regular business hours. We will 
keep them until the first week in January. Thank you. 

 

Masking at St. Joseph’s is strongly recommended 
The following guidelines for best practices  

at St. Joseph's      

• We recommend and encourage you to wear a mask.   

• Please sanitize your hands to minimize a surface   

      spread of the disease. 

• Please be mindful and respectful of each other as we  

      gather masked and unmasked. 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your ongoing cooperation in this difficult time.  

St. Joseph Church Collation-Giving Tree  
             Toys and Gift Card Collection  
Sponsored by Seton Center- The Helping Hands Program 
 

 
 

The collection deadline for the parish to deliver your gifts 
to Seton Center  for you, is Dec. 9th by Noon.  

Please do not leave gifts on the rectory porch!!  
***Please note: you may  take your gifts directly to  
Seton Center Seton Center 226 East Lincoln Ave.,  
Emmitsburg, Mon-Fri, 9:00 am-3:00 pm. between  
December 8-11th   

 
 
 
 

Thank for sharing in the gift of giving for the 
people in our community during  

this Christmas Season. 

Upcoming Events-December & January    
 

December 8th The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary-Masses 8:30 am and 7:30 pm  (Office is Closed) 
 
 

December 9th Finance Committee Meeting 7:00 pm 
 

December 11th First Reconciliation Penance Service 10 am 
 
 

December 12th Coffee & Donut Social Returns after 8am  and 
10:30 am Masses. Our hosts are the Knights of Columbus 
 

December 15th 6:30 pm Taizé Prayer Service 
December 24th 4:00 pm The Children’s Christmas Pageant  
 

December 24th Christmas Eve-Friday- 4:30 pm, 7:30 pm and  
Midnight Mass (12:00 am) 
 

December 25th Christmas Day-Saturday- Mass 9:30 am 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Sunday Obligation Regular Mass Schedule 
Celebrating The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
 

December 25th  Mass Schedule 4:30 pm  
December 26th Regular Mass Schedule 8:00 am & 10:30 am  

December 31st New Year’s Eve 4:30 pm   
 

January 1st New Year’s Day 9:30 am   
 

January 1st and 2nd Epiphany of the Lord - We will have our 
normal weekend Mass schedule to fulfill our Sunday obligation  
 

****Meetings and Classes - Parish Hall*****  
 

Legion of Mary:  9:30-Noon -Every Saturday 
Monthly Curia  Meeting December 5th  at 1:00 –3:00 pm   
 
 

Ladies Sodality: January 24 6:30 pm-7:30 pm  
 
 

St. Vincent DePaul /Our Lady of Grace Conference: 
December 15th 7:00 pm  
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation  

 
 

RCIA (Mondays) The Month of December -7:00 pm RCIA  
will be held St. Joseph Parish Hall 
 

Confirmation Classes  6:30 pm -8:00 pm December 7 and 14   

 

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS    
 
Please pray for: Lori Hobbs, Larry Maruskin, Bruce 
Weatherly, Sally Stobb, Elaine Brown, Joi VanVranken,  
Fr. Charlie Krieg Julie Brown, Roberta Lawyer,  
Connie Kapriva, Tom Miller, Shawn Mort, Joseph  
Krenitsky, Leatrice Ott, Etta Mae Norris, Emily Lingg, 
David Benjamin, Kathy Tennace, Melissa Kinna,  
Carol and Tom Samuelson, Luke Millhimes, Maria Lewis,  
Fr. William O’Brien, Olivia Kauffman, Mr. Harry Arnone, 
Mary Louise Hoban, Nicholas Wivell, Jr., Callan Wivell,  
Sandy-Wivell-Paparo, Helen & Ed Reaver, Darlene and 
Don Upchurch, Ann Graupensberger, and for the  
Homebound and Caregivers.  
Pray for the men and women who serve in the Military 
throughout the world, especially: Sgt. 1st Class  
Sean Reardon, deployed to Syria. 
Please pray for the families who are suffering with  
Covid-19 and or the variants of this disease, and for 
those who have lost love ones through this Pandemic.  

     Donations for Christmas Flowers  
 
 
 
 
 

For your convenience, we have supplied an envelope for 
those who use weekly envelopes to donate towards the  
Christmas  Flowers in memory of their loved ones.   
If you do not receive weekly envelopes, but would still like 
to donate in honor or in memory of your loved ones,  
enclose your  donation in a sealed envelope marked 
“Christmas Flowers” which may be placed in the  
collection basket or you may drop it off at the rectory  
during regular business hours. Be sure to include the 
names you want to be recognized.    
 
 
 

The Deadline is Monday, Dec. 13. Thank you for you 
continuous donations!  

Winners of the 200 Club -November  

 
 
 

1. Betty Ann Baker 
2. Chris & Tina Ryder 
3. VFW Auxiliary 
4. Royle Kidwell 
5. Mary Myers 
6. Becky Sinnett 
7. Tony Little 
 
 
 
 

The dinner for December will not be held in December. 
The Grand Drawing will be held at the Church Rectory 
December 13. Checks  and renewal letters next week. 

http://cooperation.in

