
 April 17, 2020 
Frederick Ozanam 
 
 In this Anniversary year for the presence of the Vincentian community and charisma being present here 
in Emmitsburg, I would like, in this time of sequestering, to share with you some thoughts about a 
particular  Vincentian holy person, Frederic Ozanam, who  is not yet a saint.  He is Blessed Frederic, one 
step short of sainthood.  On the occasion of his beatification at Notre Dame in Paris, John Pail II said of 
him “today confirms the choice of Christian life made by Frederic Ozanam, along with the way he chose 
she (the church) says to him: Frederic, your way has truly been the way of holiness.” 
      
I share with you the life of this man because he was truly Vincentian, but he was not a priest or brother.  
Frederic Ozanam is the Founder of the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  This group exists world-wide and is 
known for its work with and for the poor and marginalized.  We can see in him wonderful characteristics 
that show us why John Paul II would speak so well of him.  Several of the areas of his life that we will look 
at are, 
1. His unbreakable faith and trust in the Providence of God  
2. His humility  
3. His hope in the future  
4. His love for the poor  
5. His social opinions which still resonate in our world today 
6. His great need for the gift of friendship in his life 
 
Frederic Ozanam was a scholar, founder, husband, father, teacher and friend.  In the days ahead we can 
examine his life and how that life is considered holy by the church. Speaking to John Paul II the Prime  
minister of France, Lionel Jespin offered this homage to Frederic Ozanam: ”This man of faith, insight and 
passion could not remain unmoved by misery and social injustice.” 
 
Beginning tomorrow we will look at the life of this holy Lay Vincentian. 
 
 
Fr. Marty 
 
 
Our Parishioner, Mr. Joseph Welty passed away yesterday, April 16, 2020. 
Please keep Mr. Welty’s family in your prayers during this difficult time. 
A private burial will be held on Monday, April 20,2020 
 


