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Do you love me?   John 21 
 
 As we come to the last day of this retreat, our question from Jesus comes from the end of Jesus’ life and 
ministry among his disciples.  It is a redemption question for Peter. 
 

The setup for this question is interesting.  The disciples have returned to their roots, outside of Jerusalem, 
back to Capernaum and back to their fishing career.  Once again it was a long night without catching 
anything.  When dawn rises a solitary voice calls out from the shore asking if they caught anything.  He 
then advises them to cast their nets over the other side.  This is how it had been when Peter got his first 
call.  It is a deja vu moment.  Peter had accepted the original call to follow, he had proclaimed himself a 
sinful man. 
 

This morning Peter is back in his boat, he is maybe even more so, a sinful man.  He also is not catching 
anything, either fish or men.  With this second miraculous catch, Peter knows who it is and races to get to 
him.  Peter wants desperately to get back into Jesus’ good graces.   But Jesus is not going to let him off 
the hook quite so easily.  Peter needs again a dose of humility.  For Peter there is a threefold question 
that humbles him.  “Simon Peter, do you love me?”  For Peter it might not just be a question about making 
amends for his three denials but also Jesus challenging Peter about a life decision.  Do you love me more 
than your old way of living?  Do you love me more than  fishing? With each assurance from Peter, Jesus 
gives him a task.  Feed my lambs, feed my sheep. 
 

Raymond Brown, an American Scripture Scholar, contrasts the two call stories of Peter.  In the first call 
story, Peter is made a “fisher of men.”  This is the image of the evangelist.  He gets the fish into the boat 
but does not lead or guide them anywhere else.  The Shepherd tends the flock and leads it and guides it.  
In this story, Peter is changed from an evangelist to a Pastor. 
 

Several things strike me about this story and question. 
 

1. We all have flocks that we are caring for.  But we need to remember that these flocks are not ours, 
rather they belong to the Lord.  Because, we like Peter have told the Lord that we love him, he entrusts 
these flocks to our care.  But the flock belongs always to him. 
 

2.  We are like Peter being those who need the Lord’s forgiveness and love.  Our rector in the seminary, 
Fr. Bob Maloney used to remind us in various conferences that we were iin words from The Canterbury 
Tales , shitten shepherds shepherding Shiite sheep.  Pope Francis reminds priests that they need to have 
the smell of the sheep 
 

Usually at the end of a retreat, people are returning to their usual world everyday responsibilities.  You 
have not left your homes nor your usual responsibilities. But perhaps with these thoughts to guide you 
going forward. You can remember that you need to do one thing each day before you get started.  Like 
Peter, let the Lord know you love him.  Then go from there to see whatever questions he has for you in 
your life. 
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