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Sorry I did not write anything yesterday.  Several things came up and I did not get to my good friend 
Frederic. 
 
Saints are good and holy people but that does not mean that they were at every moment in their lives 
perfect.  Frederic Ozanam was a good man, but he was not a perfect one.  In his life and especially his 
work in founding the St. Vincent de Paul Society, he had his difficulties. 
 
In a letter he wrote to a friend, Frederic wrote of his frustrations in dealing with the attacks against the 
Society,  “It is impossible to be blind; the Society has run into challenges everywhere.  Although in Lyons 
it has not incurred the blame of Church authorities, and though some venerable priests have encouraged 
the Society, it has not ceased being the object of humiliations from many laypersons: the swelled heads 
of orthodoxy, you cannot imagine the intrigues, the pettiness, the arguments, the nit-picking, the assaults 
that these people have used against us... We have had to suffer greatly from them, even if they once loved 
us.” 
 
The Society suffered the usual growing pains of any group, especially in the admission of new members.  
The more a Conference could grow its membership, the more good it could do.  But others would be 
resistant to change.  They would be happy with the Conference as it was and did not want to add. 
 
Another Conference built a home for the poor.  Ozanam defended their building which some saw as too 
good for the poor.  Frederic responded by asking why the poor should not be permitted to have in their 
lives with things which were beautiful.  Another group said that the work with the poor should only be 
with the Catholic poor.  Ozanam responded at this meeting, “Gentlemen, if this opinion has the unhappy 
fate of prevailing, if it is not well understood that we serve the poor without distinction of their religion, I 
am going to hand over their alms to the Protestants and I will tell them: Take them we are unworthy of 
your confidence.” 
       
Frederic Ozanam tried to walk a middle course in his relationship with many people.  This worked on some 
levels but on others it got people on either side of the fence angry with him.  Despite all that, they would 
not let him quit.  He was for the Society of that day, “The Indispensable Man.” 
 
Questions 
 
1. In the inevitable conflicts and misunderstandings that arise in families, and among friends and 
colleagues, what is my reaction?  What is the one skill that I still need to learn to manage conflicts while 
remaining loving and respectful to others? 
 
2.  If I have been involved in pettiness or revenge recently, what can I do now to help restore balance and 
charity?  Am I able to say I Am sorry and mean it?   
 
Tomorrow, Ozanam and Social questions 
 
Fr. Marty 
 


