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The Gospel at Mass today was the story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  It takes a lot of listening 
and then a familiar gesture (breaking the bread) before they can recognize the presence of the Lord in 
their midst.  It is important to note that before they could see they had to listen as he spoke.  It was the 
words that burned in their hearts that ultimately led them to have the eyes of faith.   
 
It is the same with our Vincentian charisma of seeing Christ’s presence in the poor.  And then for us to 
serve this presence of the Lord in the needy.  Two gospel stories from St. Luke’s gospel give us contrasting 
examples of those who see and those who do not see.  We can call them a success story and a failure 
story.  Let’s take the failure story first.  It is the Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus(Luke 17/19-31.) In 
this parable, the rich man never in his life sees this poor man Lazarus and so he never bothers to be 
worried about this man.  After death when he suffers in hell, he finally sees Lazarus and Abraham.  His 
total perspective is to see both of them merely as servants who should be tending to his needs.  Even in 
hell, he is the Lord of the manor.  If they can’t wait on him then Lazarus can be a messenger to his brothers.  
How many of us don’t see the poor or only see them as our servants?  To see them as having within them 
the presence of Christ does not come easily.  There is a lot we must get beyond.  And like the rich man, 
we can’t. 
  
The story of Zacchaeus is a success story (Luke 19/1-10.) Luke is seen by everyone as a sinner.  He is a tax 
collector and profiteer.  His conversion includes seeing the poor as those to whom he owes restitution.  
Zacchaeus is a success story because he changes his way of doing business and more importantly how he 
sees people, especially the poor. 
   
To see Christ’s presence in the poor and then to serve that presence is not always the easiest thing we are 
called to do in our lives, but clearly it is what Jesus calls for us to do.  This is a call that St. Vincent heard, 
lived and passed into us. 
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