
Day 1- Retreat, March 29, 2020 
 
What are you looking for?    John 1/38 
 
A great question to begin a retreat, any retreat. Why are you here in this place, at this time?  That is more 
complicated because normally you go away on a retreat.  You leave your familiar surroundings and 
schedule.  But this retreat is done in your home, not in a retreat house.  Two weeks ago, none of us was 
thinking of living as we are in this moment. You weren’t thinking of going on retreat.  I wasn’t thinking of 
giving one. 
 
But an occasion has been given to us as it was given to those two disciples.  Jesus is pointed to them as 
someone special , “Lamb of God”.  They go after him because they were looking for someone to believe 
in.  John’s testimony intrigued them and so they go to find out. When he realizes he is being followed, he 
questions them.  What are you looking for?  Jesus does this all the time.  He asks people, especially his 
disciples, questions.  For us, these retreat days will be all about questions, most of them his.  They were 
asked of his disciples, but they are asked of us today. The question remains the same but the context in 
which we hear it changes.  What are we looking for as parents of a young family?  What are we looking 
for as a mature adult? What are we looking for in the midst of this pandemic crisis?  In our own context, 
we search to hear the questions and search for our answers.  The questions in our context take us deeper 
into the mystery of God’s life in our own.  Our challenge is to take our time in reflecting on the questions 
before us. 
 
The first two disciples respond to his question with a question.  Where do you stay? His response to them 
and to us is to begin a relationship.  Come and see.  If you are reflecting on these words, then you too 
have accepted that invitation.  You are entering into a dialogue with Jesus about the hopes and aspirations 
of your life. 
 
To begin your dialogue with Jesus, there is a different question I would like you to think about.  Jesus did 
not need to ask the question because he already knew the answer.  The one who introduced them to him 
was John.  But who was your John?  Who introduced you to Jesus?  Was it your parents? A priest or sister 
who were a significant part of your life?  That person was the one who made you say,  I want to know him 
better, this Jesus Christ.  I want to be with him.  I want to share my life within and his life with mine and 
with others.  Who did that for you? 
 
Now  you are staying where he is with you.  It might be Emmitsburg or Gettysburg, Fairfield or Thurmont, 
Taneytown or Hanover.  You are staying with him there.  You know his way.  What is it you need from 
him?  What do you offer to him?  How do you see yourself living in the virtues that were present in his 
life? Virtues like love, goodness, truth, peace, mercy, justice and joy.  As you stay with him, how will these 
virtues continue to grow in you? 
 
This encounter with Jesus and the disciples was not an ending but a beginning.  For many of you it is not 
an ending but a continuation in an ongoing relationship with Jesus.  Until we die, he will keep questioning 
us about What we are looking for. 
 
Fr. Marty 
 


