
 
See Daily Mass Readings: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/032320.cfm.  
 

"Thus says the LORD:   
Lo, I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; The things of the past shall not be remembered  
or come to mind. Instead, there shall always be rejoicing and happiness in what I create...."(Isaiah 65:17-18)  
 

The Word of the Lord to Isaiah gives hope to God's people. Their world filled with suffering and distress — even 
doubt — soon will give way to a new one filled with the sounds of delight and joy. And this new world will abound 
with unimagined possibilities.   
 

Why? Because God, who is always present, never stops creating. And now, He is about to create something new.   
 

This promise of God to Israel endures for all ages. And it is God's promise to us today, as we suffering and 
experience distress.  
 

In John's Gospel, Jesus encounters a royal official who is alone and in grief, as his son nears death. He gives hope to 
the royal official with a promise: "You may go; your son will live." (John 4:50)  
 

Jesus fulfills His promise. But He does so in a surprising way. Although the official begs the Lord to come to his 
son's sickbed, the Lord refuses. Instead, He tells the royal official to trust His word.   
 

And the Lord's word is enough!  
  
Today we struggle with fear and uncertainty amid the chaos and disruption to our lives. We fear loss and death. 
We long for a life free of the confusion of the present moment. We may feel alone, struggling to recognize and 
encounter God's Presence.   
 

And with no public Masses nor the comfort of the sacraments, we may even dare to ask, "Does God hear our 
prayers?" And "Where is the Church?"  
 

During difficult times God invites us to trust. He asks that we place our hope in His promise to create and make 
things new. And He summons us to an awareness of His Presence in new ways.  
 

Can we trust that the Lord remains close to us now? Are we able to believe that whatever we may suffer, God 
continues to love us and hold us close? Are we open to recognizing His Presence in surprising and life-affirming 
new ways?  
 

We pray: "Yes, Lord, we believe You are near. We seek Your Presence in the unexpected. And we place our hope in 
You."  
 

Peace,  
Fr. Harry 
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