
    
 
Day 2-Retreat March 30,2020 
 
Who do people say that I am?  Who do you say that I am.  Matthew 16/13-15 
 
It is a two-part question.  The first part is an opinion poll about what people are saying. Jesus probably 
has heard the talk and the buzz about him.  Since he knows these men well, he has a good idea of the 
things he will hear from them.  The opinions that they express aren’t and large good ones.  A prophet, 
John the Baptist.  These would be men held in high regard by the people.  This is to be expected.  These 
men are his disciples and his friends.  What might have been said by others?  Simon the Pharisee who 
invited Jesus to his house and then was embarrassed by Jesus and that awful display by that woman.  How 
about Caiaphas, what would he say after the incident in the Temple.  Jesus cost him a lot of money that 
day.  Herod might have some choice words after Jesus called him a fox. I wonder what the Rich young 
man might say.  Pontus Pilate might have a few thoughts because Jesus was upsetting the tranquility of 
his province.  All these and other characters would have their thoughts,  Some good, some bad.  Some of 
those I mentioned above will get to express their views most forcefully at the time of the trial.  Even today 
there will be various ways in which people will see Jesus.   
 
The second question is the important question.  It is the personal question.  It does not ask what others 
think or say but rather YOU.  What do you believe?  Our response to the question of Jesus sets up the life 
that we live and the life that we hope to live.  Sometimes it appears that Jesus is a person of some 
importance, but he must share time and space in our world with others. For Christmas, Jesus deals with 
Santa.  At Easter, he has the Easter Bunny. 
 
In this gospel story Peter is the one who answers for the group.  Jesus praises his answer and gives Peter 
a special place among the twelve.  It is good for us to recall that shortly after this Peter, who said Jesus 
was the Messiah, would rebuke Jesus because he didn’t like the kind of Messiah, a suffering one, that 
Jesus said he would be.  Even later this same Peter will deny that he “even knows the man.” 
 
Even as I write this, I know that my answer to this question is in many respects my own opinion and what 
I believe about Jesus when shared gives people something to think about but in the end the question is 
always a personal one for all of us. 
 
I see Jesus as fully human and fully divine.  He is real in all respects and offers to me a model for how I am 
to live my life.  Sometimes I do well, others I fall short and sometimes I fail miserably.  But the Jesus I read 
and reflect about in the gospels offers to me the way that I am to live. 
 
AND YOU, WHO DO YOU DAY THAT HE IS?  
 
 
Fr. Marty 
 
 
 
 


