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What are you discussing as you go on your way?   Luke 24/17 
 
These two men are leaving the big city.  They are heading west toward Emmaus.  Perhaps it is late in the 
day and the sun is slowly sinking.  It is not a happy trip.  They had come to Jerusalem filled with hope and 
promise.  They are returning lost and disconsolate.  Their hopes had been dashed. 
 
A stranger comes along.  For some reason he is oblivious to all that had taken place in the last few days.  
As he walks with them, he asks the question.  What are you talking about?  They are dumbfounded by this 
man who seems to be so unaware of all that had happened.  They now have a question for him.  Are you 
the only one who does not know of the of what happened?  He asks them “What happened?” They take 
the opportunity to fill him in on the details of their hopes for what they thought that Jesus would bring.  
They even bring up a confusing report about the empty tomb.  That did not bring them hope at the time.  
It confused them and led them to leave town and go home.  Depressed, they return to the world from 
which they came. 
 
 But the stranger is not finished with them yet.  He speaks to them in such a way that they will listen and 
overcome the despondency that was present in their lives.  He does this initially in the Word he shares 
with them.  This has the effect of lifting their spirits, but it does not fully release the scales from their eye 
of faith.  They still need something more in order to see and believe.  That will come in the breaking of 
the bread.  In that moment, the power of the word’s effect came upon them, burning in their heart .and 
lifting their spirits. They see in the breaking of the bread that all was not lost, and all had been recovered 
for them.  Their lost hope has now been restored.  With hope restored they go to bring the good news to 
others. 
 
We can be like the travelers to Emmaus in that we don’t recognize the stranger as Christ until after the 
word hits us in such a way that we burn with the presence of that word and then see the presence as we 
break the bread in the Eucharist.  These two men have a sense of openness to hear what the stranger has 
to say.  If they had not invited him to walk and talk, they never would have recovered.  God’s word speaks 
to us especially in times of despondency and pain.  We need to invite him to walk along with us and we 
need to listen to what he says to us in these difficult moments. 
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