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Jerusalem lay in ruins, with the temple of the Lord burned to the ground by the army of Babylon. Many of 
God's people now lived in captivity in a foreign land. Families were separated, and entire communities 
destroyed. All seemed lost. With no land of their own and no temple, how could they faithfully worship and 
praise God? And how could God possibly hear and save them?  
  
Cue the angel of the Lord, who appears to Ezekiel: 
  
"The angel brought me, Ezekiel, 
back to the entrance of the temple of the LORD, 
and I saw water flowing out from beneath the threshold of the temple toward the east ..." (Ezekiel 47:1). 
  
Ezekiel sees a life-giving river, and its source is the ruined temple itself — now restored! The water's flow 
begins as a mere trickle but soon grows more powerful until it becomes a mighty torrent. And everything it 
touches springs into life.  
  
This river of freshwater represents God's Presence, and the life He shares with His people, especially 
during times of distress.  
  
Imagine the peoples' surprise upon hearing Ezekiel's vision. It must have seemed like a fantastic 
pipedream. They were far from home, and there was no longer any temple worship. Besides, some 
wondered, could God's power even extend into Babylon?  
  
But God did remain close to His people during their exile — yes, in faraway Babylon. And eventually, the 
people returned home to restore their temple and the land of Judah.  
  
Today we struggle with social-distancing and isolation, and many of us feel lonely and afraid. We face a 
disease that knows no boundaries and does not discriminate against people. To make matters worse, the 
people, the places, and the rituals we have always relied upon are not readily available, if available at all. 
We wonder what to do and where to turn.  
  
God's word today calls us to refuse to be discouraged. It invites us to rely on God's power and to trust that 
God remains near to us, even if not in familiar places or ways. 
  
Psalm 46 responds to the reading from Ezekiel with this assurance: 
  
"God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in distress" (Psalm 46:2). 
  
We can bring God our fears right now with confidence. He remains near. 

  
Peace,  
 
Fr. Harry  
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