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Do you believe this?    John 11 
 
I told you yesterday about what happens when you invite Jesus into your house,  it is not always as neat 
and orderly as you would like.  Sometimes there are people who invite him in and, it doesn’t go so well 
for them.  Take the case of Simon the Pharisee who invites Jesus for a meal but does not bother to observe 
any of the customs of hospitality at that time. He is further insulted when “that woman” came in and 
washed Jesus feet and hands.  He knew what kind of woman she was.  How he knew I leave to your 
imagination.  Jesus shows him for the fraud that he was, and the hypocrite that he was.  The gospels do 
not record a second invitation to his house. 
 
But others in the gospel also open their homes to him and things seemed to go well with that family of 
three in Bethany.  Martha, Mary and Lazarus.  They opened their home to him, and he happily accepted 
their invitation.  Not everything went smoothly all the time.  There was a disagreement about kitchen 
work, but they remained friends.  Jesus loved this family and they, in turn, loved him.  All was well until 
that fateful day when Lazarus fell ill.  Jesus was away from the area, probably because he knew the leaders 
were looking for him.  The sisters sent word to Jesus that the one he loved was ill.  Please come.  They 
knew of the many people he had touched and cured and were sure that he would come for Lazarus and 
for them.  But Jesus, who gets the word, does nothing.  He stays where he is. 
 
The sisters are looking in two directions, down the road to see if he is coming and into the room of their 
brother who lays dying in his bed.  They kept their watch.  There was no word, no sighting.  He didn’t come 
and Lazarus died. 
 
The sisters took him to his resting place, put him in the cave and then went home to mourn and to wonder.  
Why did he not come?  Did we do something to upset him?  They searched but could find no good reason 
why he did not come.  And then they grew angry at this sense of betrayal.  They had welcomed him into 
their home and their hearts.  They believed in him and trusted him.  But he let them down big time. 
Four days passed, and the word came.  He’s coming.  The reaction of the two sisters seems to fit their 
personalities.  Mary is the Activist, the doer.  She will do something.  Mary is the contemplative.  She will 
wait. 
 
Martha goes out to meet him.  She is angry enough at him, she will meet him but not in their house, but 
away from it.  A simple message, you are not welcome here right now.  Her greeting is a mixed bag because 
when she sees him  a part of  her is still angry, while the other part holds onto the vestiges of faith that 
she had in him.  She addresses him and, in that faith, and anger she says, “If you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.”  She believed in his power and  yet she was angry because they were his friends, 
Jesus had not chosen to come and use that power.  She is not afraid to let him know where she is coming 
from, to express her disappointment in him. 
 
When I was a young priest there was a parishioner, a young woman, who in a three-month period, was 
diagnosed with cancer twice. She had three young children.  After her first diagnosis, she did her 
bargaining with God about how she would change her life.  This included giving up smoking, which she 
did.  On Christmas Eve, she told me that the cancer had returned and that she would be undergoing 
surgery a couple of days after Christmas.  This surgery would be more extensive and would lead to the 
removal of part of her jaw.  She was in the hospital for more than a week.  I had surgery on my arm at the 
same time and could not visit her because I was not allowed to drive.   



When she got out of the hospital, she went to recuperate at her mother’s house.  When I could finally 
visit with her,  in the course of our conversation, the subject of prayer came up and she told me that she 
wasn’t talking to God at that time.  I said, “You’ve given up praying?”  She said no.  She said, “I am talking 
to Mary and Mother Seton because they are moms and they know where I am coming from.”  A great 
practical way to understand the communion of saints.  I told her that if she was angry with God, she 
needed to let him know that. Since God knows everything, he already knows when we are angry with him, 
so we might as well tell him.  It is a true and honest expression of prayer, really raising what is on our 
minds and in our hearts to God.  Martha like my friend, was angry and she took her opportunity to let 
Jesus know it. 
 
In our lives, we have probably had our moments when after inviting Jesus in, doing all we could to be 
faithful, we don’t get something that we deem as important.  We thought we knew God and he would 
respond in such a way to reward our loyalty. 
 
The interesting thing is that the sisters are going to receive a greater gift than they could have imagined.  
But before that can happen, there is one more thing that must be changed.  They have expectations like, 
his body is going to stink,  it has been four days.  They didn’t embalm.  The sisters must change their 
expectation of how God can and will work in their lives.  This is the real moment for Martha to again face 
the question that Jesus asked earlier.  I am the Resurrection.  “Do you believe this.”  She said she did and 
now she must follow through on that belief. 
 
This story allows us to look at the struggle of faith when we deal with disappointments in our lives.  The 
sisters and my friend overcame their disappointment and continued to believe in the tragic moments of 
their lives.  We trust in God, but we have our moments of doubt and disappointment.  We hope we can 
overcome them as did Mary and Martha. 
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