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“If we do not know how to love God as the saints loved him, that is certainly because we do not see God 
only through eyes of faith, and our faith is so weak! But we see men, the poor with eyes of flesh.  They 
are there, and we can put our finger and our hand on their wounds and on the marks of the crown of 
thorns visible on their forehead.  Lack of faith has no place here.  We should fall down at their feet and 
say with the apostle: You are our masters, and we will be your servants.  You are the visible images of this 
God whom we do not see, but whom we believe we love in loving you.” 
 
These words echo the words of St. Matthew in chapter 25.  They further echo the order of the man in 
whose honor he named the Society.  In our own day, they would echo the sentiments of a Mother Teresa.  
The idea of seeing, loving and serving the presence of Christ in the poor permeates their thoughts and 
their lives. 
 
Ozanam looked for a resurrection of Christianity in his day.  He saw the connection between prayer and 
service as being the union of all that would be needed for Christianity to be real.   
 
All these years later, the present-day Society still operates with these foundational principles.  Visiting the 
poor is still at the heart and essence of their mission.  Each meeting of the Society involves spiritual 
exercises and prayers.  The union that Ozanam imagined is still very much present in the modern 
expression of the Society. 
 
Questions 
  
1. Read the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10/29-37) and pray about it.  How does this story 
resonate with you today?  What concrete action of loving charity is called for? 
 
2. Think about the difference between assistance and charity.  Do my acts of charitable giving involve 
me in any way in the real lives of others?  Do I know the name of one poor person? 
 
On Monday, will be Ozanam & Collaboration. 
 
 
Fr. Marty 
 


