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Frederic Ozanam was a professor.  He loved what he did.  He loved those for whom he worked.  He had a 
degree in law and could have practiced law but that was not the way his temperament was made up.  
About his practice of law in a courtroom he told a friend, “I am not getting used the atmosphere of 
squabbling.” 
 
When a teaching position opened up, he gladly accepted it when it was offered to him.  Ozanam had 
certain themes that were central to his philosophy of life and his teaching.  These ideas looked at the place 
of the working man,  “Exploitation occurs when the boss considers the worker not as a helper but as a 
tool that he has to drag the greatest possible service out of at the least possible price.  Exploitation of a 
man by a man is slavery.” 
 
Ozanam believed that the responsibility of the worker was to work.  What he had a right to was a just 
salary for his labors.  A salary that would pay for living expenses, see to the care and education of his 
family and provide for some relaxation in his life.  Ozanam would espouse these values in 1840.  This 
would be years before Marx and decades before they would be proclaimed by Pope Leo XIII in 1891. 
 
Questions 
 
1. Am I alert to the poverty or distress that exists in the society in which I live?  Am I like the Old Testament 
idols with eyes that do not see or ears that do not hear?  What can I do concretely to be more open to the 
trials of others? 
 
2. How do I show my life commitments?  Is my principal care of my own life and future?  Do I see any call 
to reach out of myself to care for others?  How can I make selfishness a thing of the past in my life? 
 
Monday’s writing will be Ozanam and Providence.  
 
 
Fr. Marty 
 


