
Q5 What do you find most hopeful about the
Archdiocese of Baltimore Pastoral Plan?

Answered: 147 Skipped: 40

# Responses Date

1 N/A 11/7/2016 12:00 AM

2 The parishes working together to meet the needs of the larger Catholic community. 11/6/2016 11:37 PM

3 The chance to work on problems facing our church and community with other parishes and points of view. 11/6/2016 9:48 PM

4 That thought is going into to the process of strengthening the Church locally. I find it hopeful that Church leadership
realizes that some action must be taken.

11/6/2016 5:42 PM

5 Nothing. I'm not really a fan of the change. 11/6/2016 3:15 PM

6 That we would be able to draw on more priests from other parishes to perform Mass. 11/6/2016 12:04 PM

7 The possibility of coordination between the parishes. I would like to see the mass schedule allow for a late (4 or 5 pm)
Sunday mass or vespers at one of the four parishes.

11/6/2016 11:19 AM

8 This is a way to go forward with fewer priests. Something has to be done and there appears to be consideration for all
parties. No one wants to have less access to the sacraments and priests, but the reality of fewer priests has to be
addressed. This documents is as good an attempt as possible. Much prayer has gone into the planning and I
appreciate that very much. I also like that input is still being considered from the parish communities.

11/6/2016 10:47 AM

9 The attempt to keep as many churches open as possible 11/6/2016 10:44 AM

10 No comments. 11/6/2016 9:53 AM

11 Hopeful that St. Joseph's church will be the main church of the pastoral region 11/5/2016 10:56 PM

12 I hope our church stay the way it is. 11/5/2016 6:12 PM

13 I hope the plan bring the best for all parishes 11/5/2016 6:08 PM

14 The embrace of diversity. The future of American is shaped by the kindness and welcoming environment to those who
needed the most, specially our communities of color and minority groups.

11/5/2016 6:07 PM

15 The fact that Archdiocese is planning and looking forward so that we are using resources wisely. 11/5/2016 2:45 PM

16 Nothing 11/5/2016 1:30 PM

17 hopefully that St. Joseph will not be closing 11/5/2016 12:54 PM

18 Nothing 11/5/2016 11:13 AM

19 A recognition that reorganization is needed as the number of practicing Catholics dwindles. 11/4/2016 8:22 PM

20 Nothing 11/4/2016 8:08 PM

21 Planning for future. 11/3/2016 10:03 PM

22 I don't anything particularly hopeful about the plan. I do like the limit on the number of masses a priest can say each
weekend.

11/3/2016 2:32 PM

23 I like the idea of planning for the future trying to find synergies among parishes trying to be more efficient in their use
of scarce resources.

11/2/2016 5:19 PM

24 The focus on Pope Francis's message of welcome and service to all, rather than on keeping the bureaucracy and
habits we've always had.

11/1/2016 9:53 PM

25 Working together to build a stronger faith family 11/1/2016 7:00 PM

26 The pastor for each pastorate will determine parish structure for each parish in the pastorate 11/1/2016 1:39 PM

27 Nothing 11/1/2016 8:40 AM

28 I understand from the lack of priests and pure economics, it may be necessary to close some churches, but I hope this
is only done as a last resort. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel is such a small parish, I could see the necessity of it closing, but
would be sad to see it happen.

10/31/2016 9:53 PM
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29 Nothing ! 10/31/2016 6:53 PM

30 Looking to bring back falling away Catholics 10/31/2016 4:53 PM

31 An opportunity to meet and interact and practice my faith, with fellow believers and perhaps a wider group of people. I
hope this proposal would lead to the increase in opportunities for continued adult religious education and study
groups, book clubs, and service opportunities with the needy in our communities.

10/31/2016 4:27 PM

32 Evangelization. 10/31/2016 9:00 AM

33 More resources for each parish as the four parishes work together with the pastorate. 10/30/2016 10:55 PM

34 A solution is always better that doing nothing. 10/30/2016 10:17 PM

35 I believe there is need to change to address demographic trends and the challenges they present. 10/30/2016 8:32 PM

36 The planning for the shortage of priests. 10/30/2016 6:31 PM

37 maintenance of church presence 10/30/2016 3:25 PM

38 Addresses the shortage of priestsMay 10/30/2016 2:26 PM

39 It's forward thinking & planning before we are dire straits. 10/30/2016 1:34 PM

40 That the parishes will stay as they are and have a shared leadership team. This allows everyone to still worship at
their home parish and still get to know the other parishes too.

10/30/2016 12:39 PM

41 The focus on missionary discipleship (conversion and evangelization). Re-tooling so all of us currently attending
church are better able reach out and meet peoples needs who are not so they will come (or come back).

10/30/2016 12:32 PM

42 That St. Joseph's Emmitsburg will look to engage and encourage others to become a part of its family. 10/30/2016 11:24 AM

43 Building the Church community 10/30/2016 11:24 AM

44 The possibility of including everyone in parish life 10/30/2016 10:13 AM

45 Recognition by Church management that current trends dictate something different must be done in order to address
economic challenges

10/30/2016 10:07 AM

46 Nothing 10/30/2016 9:37 AM

47 That it encourages more collaborative relationships among parishes, opportunities to share resources and
evangelization.

10/29/2016 7:05 PM

48 Not sure 10/28/2016 1:59 PM

49 not 10/27/2016 8:22 PM

50 That the least amount of disruption/change is possible. 10/27/2016 7:27 PM

51 Sharing resources 10/27/2016 5:10 PM

52 It's helping parishes that need help by combining them. However, it will be a heavy duty for one pastor to manage
three parishes.

10/27/2016 11:51 AM

53 Very little. The Archdioicese remains blind to their previous errors in discernment of God's gift of Our Lady to our
nation and the world through Emmitsburg

10/27/2016 6:15 AM

54 No churches will be closed. 10/26/2016 5:58 PM

55 Due to limited resources this seems like a prudent plan. Evangelization is the life blood of the church so a focus on
this is extremely important. Parishes can become insular and this will help to open diversity.

10/26/2016 3:18 PM

56 Helping keep small parishes open 10/26/2016 10:12 AM

57 That the need for structure planning is being recognized and that Canon Law will not be compromised. 10/26/2016 9:34 AM

58 That priests will at least have some assistance in their work between parishes 10/26/2016 9:33 AM

59 Nothing hopeful about drastically limiting access to the Sacraments. 10/25/2016 11:12 PM

60 the plan to address the shortage of priest 10/25/2016 9:58 PM

61 That parish members have input. 10/25/2016 7:39 PM
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62 Parishes are already working together in key areas (confirmation, religious education, RCIA.) Gathering input to work
out plan that works for all (not just an automatic decision from the Archdiocese.)

10/25/2016 7:29 PM

63 Preserving small parishes 10/25/2016 5:24 PM

64 It tells us what most likely will take place. 10/25/2016 2:11 PM

65 It's presented in a very positive way 10/25/2016 10:16 AM

66 Coming together as a larger community of Catholics who know each other and work together. 10/25/2016 10:01 AM

67 Hopeful that our parish won't cease to exist. 10/25/2016 9:19 AM

68 I believe better coordination between the parishes is a good thing. Those organized into the local pastorate do make
sense.

10/25/2016 8:02 AM

69 For two long have we built silos in our community instead of working together. This will allow us to reach more people
and hopefully no rely on the same 3-4 people for everything in each parish

10/24/2016 6:51 PM

70 Unfortunately, I find the plan quite sad in that it has to be instituted at all, realizing this is of no assistance to you. 10/24/2016 3:15 PM

71 Attempt to address issues that are starting to impact parishioners and will only get greater going forward 10/24/2016 1:51 PM

72 It faces the reality of the present-day church 10/24/2016 12:02 PM

73 The appearance of thoughtful planning in this process is hopeful as is the concern for the well being of the Priests-
spiritually and physically!

10/24/2016 11:59 AM

74 There are certain specifics about Pastorates. 10/24/2016 10:45 AM

75 Consolidates resources; informs stakeholders of purpose and rationale for change 10/24/2016 10:00 AM

76 I find the organization helpful, and the idea behind the plan interesting. 10/24/2016 9:22 AM

77 that there IS a plan which has been given much thought and consideration. 10/24/2016 8:46 AM

78 The unity of the parishes. 10/24/2016 7:36 AM

79 Bringing communities together 10/24/2016 6:52 AM

80 It will be a chance to suffer for the kingdom of God. 10/23/2016 9:24 PM

81 That it will be a process which requires reflection, prayer and patience as with anything untried to trust. The results of
those who have already experienced have enjoyed the fruits of their labors. That it enlivens the whole body of Christ.

10/23/2016 7:45 PM

82 I feel that it is important to plan ahead for the future impact of the present shortage in vocations in our area. It's a
reality that I don't like, but ignoring it would lead to bigger problems down the road. Best to plan ahead sooner than
later.

10/23/2016 6:11 PM

83 As I have prayed for an increase in vocations to religious life, I understand how you have to plan for the decrease in
numbers.

10/23/2016 5:33 PM

84 That I may continue going to the same church even after the reorganization 10/23/2016 5:17 PM

85 working together to give what is needed. 10/23/2016 2:36 PM

86 The possibility that the Archdiocese will become more efficient, pooling resources thereby adding to a future survival. 10/23/2016 2:08 PM

87 Help to keep churches open and operating with the limited number of priest. 10/23/2016 1:00 PM

88 That the issues regarding the decreasing number of religious is taking a priority. 10/23/2016 12:35 PM

89 Something is being done about the obvious lack of priests and parishioners to fill God's house of worship. 10/23/2016 11:46 AM

90 I like that the Archdiocese is focusing on things like improving Mass attendance, bringing people to the Church,
making Mass more exciting through inspiring music and homilies, and uniting the Churches instead of "fighting" each
other for parishioners and resources.

10/23/2016 11:22 AM

91 To early to tell. 10/23/2016 10:12 AM

92 to soon to tell 10/23/2016 9:04 AM
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93 I feel that the "pooled" resources (in terms of a shared parish staff and shared parish counseling) will greatly improve
the efficiency of the pastorates and will provide many opportunities to improved and expanded programs and outreach
efforts. In my 20's as a Catholic in Baltimore, I really appreciated young adult groups (ie. Theology on Tap, etc.) aimed
to increase our knowledge and appreciation for our faith. I hope that pastorates allow for increased resources (provided
by an efficiency in merging parish offices) and time for groups such as a young adult group to form. In addition, I hope
that the pastorates allow for more collaboration in the planning of mass times. For example, as a healthcare
profession, I often work on weekends and hence it is difficult to attend a standard Sunday morning mass - hopefully
the pastorate formation will allow for a greater availability of mass times (ie. Sunday evening mass).

10/22/2016 10:14 PM

94 Thoughtful long term planning 10/22/2016 8:46 PM

95 That something is being done now to address the issue of fewer priests to handle the large number of parishes. 10/22/2016 5:17 PM

96 The plan argues these assurances: 1) That the pastorate "model does NOT assume that multiple parishes in a
pastorate will merge." 2) That "parishes will continue to be the primary expression of the local church."

10/22/2016 2:06 PM

97 That we grow closer as a community 10/22/2016 1:19 PM

98 I'm glad they are being proactive about the clergy crisis. 10/22/2016 1:13 PM

99 not much and I feel the way archdiocese is presenting this proposal without any details leaves us unable to make any
informed decisions. Therefore it is unfair to ask people for their support for something they know nothing about.

10/22/2016 1:05 PM

100 Not much 10/22/2016 11:58 AM

101 We already cooperate with nearby parishes by combining our youth group activities and Society of St.Vincent de
Paul.As far as I am aware the youth group combining activities has been successful.The S.V.D.P. has 3 out of the 4
parishers participating.Other church organizations may benefit from joining together for more membership.The
average age of priests is increasing as is the number of priests.There are many reasons for the decline of vocations
but this is a fact.The priesthood does not attract our youth at this time in our history.I am not hopeful for the way things
are going for our beloved Catholic church.

10/22/2016 11:24 AM

102 Integrating the community more and pulling resources to be more effective together 10/22/2016 9:39 AM

103 The number of people that go to Mass. 10/22/2016 7:01 AM

104 Nothing!!!!!!!!!!!! 10/21/2016 9:15 PM

105 Trying to get individuals back into the church and making it a more welcoming community. I have attended services in
Protestant churches and have found them more welcoming.

10/21/2016 3:39 PM

106 It affirms that the number of priests able to minister is continuing to decline 10/21/2016 2:02 PM

107 I appreciate being able to see the plan as a whole and not just what is being planned for St. Josephs. 10/21/2016 1:34 PM

108 They need to plan for the future. We all need to come together on this. It is noteworthy that each parish struggles to
meet their weekly bills.

10/21/2016 10:59 AM

109 I am glad that the Archdiocese does not appear to be considering closing or shutting down any parishes. It provides
hope for people to be able to keep their home parishes, even if the staffing and Mass schedules change.

10/21/2016 10:55 AM

110 The opportunity for more structured collaboration and support to the faithful on a local level. I hope the area will go
from a parish level support to a Catholic Community in the area, each feeling interconnected and part of something
more universal.

10/21/2016 9:24 AM

111 It's a reasonable response to current/future changes. The ability to network and engage with larger Catholic
communities.

10/20/2016 10:25 PM

112 Working with other parishes to share resources and hopefully have more opportunities available to all parishioners. 10/20/2016 10:02 PM

113 to keep the faith alive 10/20/2016 9:50 PM

114 The people will come together...we will be defined as parishioners of all instead of being defined by a church building.
We love our churches but the reality of the priest shortage has been evident for sometime. It is about time the leaders
of our church look at this seriously.

10/20/2016 7:55 PM

115 evangelizing 10/20/2016 6:33 PM

116 The parish can still be active. 10/20/2016 6:03 PM

117 Not much. 10/20/2016 5:50 PM

118 I find hopeful the Archdiocese is future forward thinking for its parishioners to have a place of worship. 10/20/2016 5:02 PM

119 Combining resources for strength 10/20/2016 4:42 PM
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120 Making evangelization a priority for parishes to increase growth. Making sure parish operations are mission focused. 10/20/2016 4:00 PM

121 Stronger faith family. 10/20/2016 3:35 PM

122 That there is a recognition that parish communities will change due to the shortage of priests as well shifts in
populations.

10/20/2016 2:27 PM

123 I am not sure I find anything helpful in the plan. 10/20/2016 1:42 PM

124 It will be a "process" over the next few years and will not be rushed into for the sake of implementation. 10/20/2016 1:40 PM

125 Recognizing the need to fill pastoral slots with a diminishing population of clerics. 10/20/2016 12:38 PM

126 The driving distance between the churches listed for our area, are fairly close. 10/20/2016 12:26 PM

127 Nothing 10/20/2016 11:59 AM

128 nothing 10/20/2016 11:53 AM

129 It is practical financially. 10/20/2016 11:38 AM

130 not leaving the planning for the last minute 10/20/2016 11:22 AM

131 That it does address the priest shortage and allows the parishes effected some input. 10/20/2016 10:50 AM

132 That the parish will remain open and we will continue to have a Pastor. 10/20/2016 10:49 AM

133 Unfortunately, I do not find anything hopeful about this plan. 10/20/2016 9:51 AM

134 Lessened administration and hopefully lessened fees. 10/20/2016 9:37 AM

135 Increase in parish enrollments, a renewal of faith 10/20/2016 9:35 AM

136 Collaboration 10/20/2016 9:34 AM

137 The plan is addressing the shortage of priests in the diocese. 10/20/2016 9:28 AM

138 Unsure 10/20/2016 9:07 AM

139 I really can't say. I guess that parish communities will continue to have a parish in the immediate vicinity. 10/20/2016 8:49 AM

140 Realistic feasibility move. 10/20/2016 8:39 AM

141 The idea of bringing more people back or into the Church. The call for parishioners to be part of that. 10/20/2016 7:34 AM

142 Nothing, it is dismal. No solutions which are obvious to me. Seminary is in Emmitsburg, solution found. Quit sending
seminarians out of diocese, keep them here until diocese is at full capacity of needed clergy. No excuses why it can't
happen.

10/20/2016 7:27 AM

143 I love the focus on mission/evangelization and think it is terrific that, even for parishes that will remain one,
independent body, that all parishes are being called to be more outward, more welcoming, etc. I'm very excited about
combining resources, etc. with other parishes to accomplish the goals set forth in the plan.

10/20/2016 7:22 AM

144 Focus on evangelization and discipleship. I think the parish really needs this. 10/19/2016 11:39 PM

145 It is a proactive plan to address priest shortages in the archdiocese, and to encourage collaboration among Catholics
over a wider-spread area to share the Gospel in an environment that is increasingly ignorant of its principles or hostile
to them.

10/19/2016 11:20 PM

146 might bring focus on the need to make a Catholic education affordable, which its not for most families 10/19/2016 11:18 PM

147 Not shutting down parishes 10/19/2016 11:11 PM
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