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I thirst. 
   
 It should not surprise us that Jesus was say he was thirsty.  The total experience of crucifixion would do 
that to anyone.  The other gospels will also show attempts to give him something to drink.  But this word 
is about more than the real experience of physical thirst.  We need to see it in conjunction with what 
comes before and what will come after. 
 
Earlier in this gospel Jesus said he was thirsty and asked for a drink.  This was in his encounter with the 
Samaritan woman.  His request for a drink leads to a discussion about the living water that he has which 
will be given to satisfy all. The dialogue in that story moves in such a way that we never know whether or 
not she gave him a drink.  But what he gave her was far more important.  He gave her a part in his mission.  
She goes into the town and brings many to him.  What comes after the scene of crucifixion is when the 
soldiers are breaking the legs to hasten death, they see that Jesus is already dead and so rather than break 
his legs one of them stabs him to make sure.  What flows from his side are blood and water.  The union 
of the two show that he really is  dead,  but more that salvation comes through the blood poured out and 
in the waters of Baptism.  Jesus’ thirst is also to drink the cup that the Father has given to him.  It is only 
in John that Jesus actually drinks the wine that is offered to him.  In this he is fulfilling what he had said to 
Peter in the garden.  Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me.  Saying this he announces,  
It is finished. 
 
In the thoughts about reading John’s account of the Passion, I said that Jesus was the one in charge.  These 
words show his complete acceptance of the plan of the Father.  No one takes his life; he lays it down.  
He announces that he has completed his task and he breathes out his Spirit to give up his life and to save 
us, his Spirit to move us forward in our continuing role to do our part for the completion of his mission. 
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